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wherin the 
apps 
raile 


The pꝛinter to 


the reder. 


— He gentilwoman, . 
N che hath cauſed this mat | 


companie of dyucrs gentte men * 
gentie women: where cmongelt 0- 
ther talke, tirſt ol thebaſeneſſe of our 
coyne, and afterwardes of exceſſe in 
apparayle (whiche are the common 
talkes of theſe daies:) One ot the 
compante beganne to make muche a* 
dooe againſt women, kon laipygout 
their heare, fo; wearyng of verdin⸗ 
gales, fo: bonne graces, fo; ſilkes, 
and. xx. other thynges . Wherin it 
ſeemed tothis gentle woman, he vſed 
not that temperance, that his pꝛot et. 
ſſon and lernyng required . And ther 
fo:e the mildely anſwered: that ſeus 
Sod yath created the thynges of this 

A it wozld 


- TO THE 
woꝛlde koꝛ the ſeruiceof man and not 
man foz them : the thought, that wo⸗ 
men as well as men, myght vle the 
Came fatre thynges of this wozlde in 
heir apparatle, which without ſome 
icion woulde bee viſeemely. Aud 

lyke as their heare , 02 ſuche other, 
was a beautie, whiche bepng coupled 
with honeltie, maketh the perſon the 

moꝛe acceptable: ſo beeyng coupled 

with the contrary, it dilgraceth and 
maketh theim the moze lothſome , 
Whertoꝛe the thpug beyug ſo indit⸗ 
ferent» if it ſhoulde not be laufull 03 
them that be honeſt , tobe cleuly and 
fapze, it might folow, that the other 
ſoꝛt ſhoulde be moze ſet by than thet 2 
and ſo ſhould honeſtte decaie. In dede 
(ſaied the ) if pou coulde bzyng men 

as well to refozme their hertes, as 
pe woulde haue women doe their ap⸗ 
paratle,ye ſhoulde neuer nede thus to 

* with vs. Wyervpon the man 
waxed 
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REDER., 4 
wared ſomewhat warme in agraua⸗ 
tyng the mattier, and (by a mauer ot 
raplyug) after many ſentences af 
fcripture alleged, he fell into an oꝛa⸗ 
cion that Cato made againſt the tuſox 
lence of women, and ſo handled the 
matter, that it ſeemed he had put all 
men to ſilence: in ſuche wile as for a 
good ſpace, no man ſpake a woNde. 
At laſt maiſter William Thomas,bes 
png in the company, began to ſaie. 
This is muche like the nonnes leſz 
ſon, that whan ſhe had founde Omnis 
probate, till ſhe was great with child, 
coulde not finde , Quod bonum eſt tenes 
te. Foꝛ ( vnder cozrection ,quoth he) 
though ye haue eloquentip reherſed 
Caros tale, yet haue you not tolde the 
occaſion of the mattier , noꝛ the ende 
that it came to: which it pe had done, 
ſhulde rather make agatnſt you; than 
with you. Foz whan Cato had ſated, 
as ye hone reherſed, Lucius Valeri- 
A ll us, 


TO. THE 
us, one ot the Tribunes, aroſe and 
made anſwere. And ſo began he the 
ozacion» that Valerius in that caſe 
Had made. Addyng further; that the 
taw Oppia was thervpon abꝛogate. 
Whiche was a playne pꝛote ( ſaicd 
he) that the Senate allowed not Ca⸗ 
tos opinion. 

Thus thet argued to and fro, till at 
length thei agreed, that all clenly oʒ⸗ 
namentes were laukull vuto women, 
ſo longe as thei pꝛouoked neither cons 
cupiſcence, noz vaine glozte + wherin 
thet ended the mattier koꝛ that tyme. 
"Now thts gentle woman reſtyng, not 
fully ſatiſficd with the once Heryng 
of thoſe ozacions, deſired maiſter 
Thomas of frendſhip, to ſende theim 
tranſlated vnto hir. Whiche be pꝛo⸗ 
miſed to doe. And all be it, that he 
willed hir, to kepe it to hir ſelfe : yet 
the thinkyng it ſuche a matter foꝛ the 
boncl defence of women, as ought 

not 


ä 
nn. ˙ 


* RE DER. 

not to be hidden, hath intreated me, 
thus to ſette it foozth, truſtyng to pa⸗ 
tit him wel enough, though he wold 
take it vnkindly. Willyng me beſides 
on hir behalte, to beſeche pou all(gen⸗ 
tle reders) not to thinke ſhe hath done 
it ok any purpoſe, to mainteine exs 
ceſTe ( whiche the hir ſelfe naturally 
abhoꝛreth) but euen ſimply foz the 
pleaſaunt and well haudlyng of the 
mattier: to ſtoppe their mauthes, that 
with raplyng on womens maners, 
ſeeme to pꝛocure theim ſelues a cres 
dite. 


4 uli The 


The letter ſent by may- 


ter Thomas to the gentle 
woman, with the tranſ1a- 
cions that ſhe deſpꝛed. 
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WAYS queſt, J haue done mp beſt 


525 


7 N in tranſlatyng as well Cas 
122 | 
== to his oꝛacion, alleged (by 
the man ye wote of) in diſpzayſe of 
women, as- alſo the other oꝛacion, 
made by Lucius Valerius: whiche 3 
recited foꝛ aunſwere to the ſame. And 
becauſe the law Oppia, mencioned in 
both thoſe oꝛacions, is not plainely 
ſet foozth in Liuie, at the time of the 
makpug therof: J therefo:e haue gaz 
thered ſuche pꝛiuate contribucions.as 
the Komayne people charged theim 
ſeltes withall about that tyme, to the 
intent, that beſides the argument of 
pour matter, pe maie alſo vnderſtand 
the great kpuvneſſe, that the people 
at 


THE LETTER: 
at thoſe dates vſed towardes theſe 
common wealth. Whan almoſt euer 
man had rather peryſſhe pꝛiuately, 
than thzough his default thecommon 
wealth ould ſuſteine any pꝛetudice. 
O, it we had no moze but ſuche wok 
men now, as were than, J woulds 
thinke our woꝛide bappie. But unk 
as thei than had golden hertes, what 
ſo euer their apparaple was, ſo now 
(it I durſt ſpeane) wolde fate, there 
bee many in golden apparaple, that 
haue tuſty Hertes. And what of thate 
Should A therfoze condemne pou all? 
No no. It J had ben ſo muche pout 
aduerſarie, woulde neither in ſuche 
a mattiert haue taken this peine, 102 
yet ( whan it was) haue ſpoken as J 
did in maintepupug your quarell. ' 
But becauſe I ſaw you matched with 
one as rough as Cato, who not cones 
teuted with naturall teaſons, buy? 
deined you ſo farre with ſcripture, 
A v that 


THE LETTER; = 
that ye ſhuld not be allowed to weart 
any pleaſant apparatle 2me thought 
Acoulde no leſſe in conſcience, but 
take your part. And though he moun⸗ 
{cd in choler againſt pou (as theſe 
men doe, that maie not be contraried) 
pet J fruſt, in a mattier of ſache 
weight, ye woll be well aduiſed cre 
pe folow his haſtie perſwaſion. God 
fozbidde J ſhoulde pꝛetende to mains 
teine you in pompe.Foꝛ know there 
is ſo little nede thcrof, that J wolde 
be ſoꝛie pe ſhoulde not doe as ye liſt. 
But be it, oꝛ be it not, oꝛ be as it mate 
be: Sens ye tequited me ſo erneſtly to 
dooe this foz you , now J haue pers 
fourmed my pꝛomiſe, J ſhall as hers 
tilp deſp2e you to take it fo2 a wits 
neſſe of my good will and frendeſhip: 
and in no wyſe to lette it paſſe your 
handecs, leſt men ſhoulde thinke, with 
flatteryng you , J Houlde goe about 
to 


THz LETTER | 
to maiuteyne a thyng moſtneceCarp 
to be reſtreigned. Thus with my hers 
ty commendacions. 2c. 


Your owne focommaunde 
MLillian Thomas, 7 


The notes of the peo- 
ples beneuolence pꝛomi⸗ 
led in mp letter, 


the Komains and Lars 

| © thaginenſes, were ſo 
notable, as lightly the 

greatter haue not ben hearde ok, as 
well foꝛ the putſTance oz greatneſſe of 
both thoſe common wealthes , as fo 
the longe tpme of theirobtinate cons 
tencion . The cirtumſtances wherof 
ate to be tedde in Liuie, and other 
good authours, that haue wꝛitten it 
at length. But to my purpoſe now, 
ye muſt vnderſtand, that Annibal( the 
notableſt enemte that euer the No⸗ 
maines had) not longe befoze theſe 
matters» had diuers times ouerth:o- 
wen the Komaines in platue battaile: 
and 


PEOPLES 
and had ſo beaten theim, that after 
their fall at Cannas, where a won⸗ 
derful nombze as well of Senatours 
as others, were ſlayne, it was reaſo⸗ 
ſoned in Rome: whether it were bet- 
ter koꝛ them to abandon the citie, and 
euery man to ſhyft foz hym ſelte: op 
els to abyde the aduenture that the 
Boddes woulde ſende them. For bn- 
doubtedly it Annibal afterhis victo⸗ 
tie had gone ſtreight to Nome, the ro⸗ 
mayne aſtate had than finyſſhed his 
glozie. But whether his flackeneſſe 
gaue them courage : oꝛ their valiant- 
nelle made theim deſperate 3; oz that 
the ſterres had pzedeſitnatea greatter 
felicitte vnto theim: oꝛ what ſo euer 
the occaſion was, the Komaines pers 
ſeuered, and by ltttell and lietell ſo 
recouered, that atlength thep chaſed- 
Annibal out of Italie, and ſendyng 
Scipio iuto Acfrike, didde vnto Lars 
thage that, whiche Annibal myghe 
haue 


PEOPLES 

haue done to Rome, ſacked it, ſpoyled 
it, vurned it, and rooted vp the verie 
toundactons . Neuettheleſte ete thet 
toulde bꝛyng thts to paſſe, thei were 
many tymes in ſo great exttemitees, 
that if the pꝛiuate perſons of Rome 
bad net with their owne mainteined 
the publike charges, their thynges 
coulde neuer haue pzoſpercd as they 
dyd. $3322 
C Foz firſt whan Titus Sempronius, 
aud Quintus Fabius Maximus, were 
conſules, the Scipios, that than had 
the gouetnaunce of the armies in 
Spapne, wꝛote vnto Wome ſpecially 
£02 gatmentes and vittatles: without 
the whichc thei coulde not mainteine 
the wattes. And becauſe the tributes 
of Sicilia and Sardinia were ſcatſe a 
ble cofurmſbe the armies continupng 
in thoie counttets, and that there 
wete ſo many Kemapnes ſlapne at 
Traſunenus aud Cannas , that fem 

| were 


BENEVOLENCE 
were left to pate any tribute at home. 
Therfoze Fuluius the Pretor,perfwas- 
ded the people, that foz as muche ag ' 
the cuſtomers and fermours of the te 
uenues of the common wealth, were 
become very ryche, as well of poſſeſs: 
ſions as of goodes,thzough the vſe ofi 
publike thynges : Therfoze it was” 
now neceTarp they ſhoulde bee con⸗ 
ſtreigned, with their ſubſtance to ſuc⸗ 
tour the common wealthes neceſſi⸗ 
tee in furnifhing the armyof Spapne; 
tobe pated agapne of the firſt money; 
that ſhoulde come to the Treaſozte. 
Foz the whiche the Pretor appointed 
a date, that the people ſhoulde aſſem⸗ 
ble to determine. At whiche date 
X 1 x . of thoſe cuſtomers and fer 
mours offered theim ſelues, to diſ⸗ 
charge the whole pꝛouiſion. So that 
the armte,foz that tyme, was no leſſe 
furniſhed, by pꝛiuate men, than the 
common wealth woulde haue done, in 
tyme 
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BENEVOLENCE; 
tyme of thetr moſt pꝛoſperitee. 
C Afterwardes, in the conſalate of 
Quimus Fabius Maximus, and Mar⸗ 
cus Marcellus, vpon the newes, that 
the Hicilians rebelled, and were in 
armes,whan Titus Octacilius ſhould 
de Cent with an armte thither: there 
wanted a nombꝛe of matiners and o⸗ 
ther thynges to furnythe the naute. 
Wher tote a generall oꝛder was tas 
ken, that the omaines, at ter ccrtaine 
rates of their ſubſtaunce ſhoulde pꝛo⸗ 
uide marinets at their ownechargess 
ſome one, ſome: ui. ſome.v and ſome 
vil. paide fo2 an whole pere. Whiche 
was the fieſt time, that euer auy Ro⸗ 
mayne atmp was kette foozth at the 
charges ot the pꝛiuate citeſins. | 
C An other tyme,whan the Treaſou⸗ 
ry was cleaue without monep, ſo that 
the Cenſoures had not, wer with to 
repaite the temples 2 102 to geue the 
Curules their hozſes,noz to doe ſuche 

other 
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ZENEVODLENCE 
other thynges as 
their offices. The calafitee 
moued 4 nombze of thołe, that 
fv haue had money of them, con | 
wiſe to come with manep unto thems 
echortyng them to doe all thynges as 
lideralip, as it the cammon wealth 
tloꝛiſched, pꝛomityng · nat to demande 
repapment detoꝛe the watts were fl» 
niched: like as the maſters, of whom 
the:flanes. were bought, retuſed to 
take the money derte the ende of 
the warres . . Whiche good diſpoſts 
tian heut alſo founde in the people, 
moued the officers to tanhe vp the 
goodes of the widowes and 0:zphanes 
vpon etedite, to de aunſwered of the 
common wealth -z and fo farre this 
good will inereaſtd, cyar the fame 
tyerof engenvied(o great a liberali⸗ 
tee emongeſt the ſouidiouts in the 
tampe, that no pꝛyuate hoꝛte manne, 
no; 2 wonlde recepue his 
-<. 5 pales, 
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r 
the laſt and moſt notable was, 
the ſeuere ſentence geuen again 
the Capuans, perſwaded by the 028- 
cion of Marcus Attilius R „the 
ambaſſadours, as well ot Sicilia, as 
ot Capua bepng than diſnatched, the 
Lonſules tended to the appotnctmens 
of the army, aud that perfourmed;de» 
ganne to treate of the furnitute.of 
their nauie. Tv the whiche, becauſe 
thet wanted as well mariners as mo⸗ 
ney, thtt commannded-euery pziuate 
man, after his rate, to pꝛouide marte 
ners aud galcy:men: and to vittaple 
and paie them foz. x x x. daies, as it 
had ben ſcene tofoze-» This pꝛocla⸗ 
macion ſo muche ferred mens hertes, 
that thei wanted rather capitapues, 
than matter of rebellion,ſaſyng» that 
the Conſules, after the ruine of the 
Siciltans and Capuan a, had derermbs 
ned 
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BENE vorne. 
ned alto to deſtroie ti 
ple, whiche was alteadie e 
dy the tributes of ſo many pete 
upng aothyng lefe than but th 
lande ſpoyled by the wartes: 
flaues were all taken from | 
fome to the feelde, and ſome: to the 
fea ; And betwene thefindyngof mas 
riners, and paiyug of tributes, tdat 
little ſiluet and money that they had, 
was cleane ſpent, Sd that it was 
impoTidle to eonſtreigne them to deut 
that thethaduar. Mhertoꝛe it tyeꝶ 
woalde ſell their goodes, thei might: 
and than couldethet vſe no moe cru 
eltee but agapuſt their bodies, thee: 
onelp reſted : whiche it they ſhoutde: 
be compelled to tederme, they 0 
uot, wantpug wherwith. 

C Theſe thinges were not (ſpoken — 
uately, 02 ſecreteip, but open iy, aud 
to the Lonſules faces : the people ac⸗ 
ſemblyng by heapes together, whom 
thet 
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ed as well as fhey could: 
Atutrtdeleſſe the next date, the Si 
nate beyns aTembied, it was 2 
wuge diſputacion concluded , | 
whether it were right 0x wꝛonge 
bazdeſne: muſt necdes be ſuſtetned 
pytuate per ſones, the Treaſourte 
pag vtteriy without mauty. Aud 
uery man reſtyng as it were amaſeds 
at the mattier, the Lonſule , 
ſpate on this wile. | | 
Ike as our office is abone we 
Senate, and theSenatours — 
pertours to the people in ws 
nour :fo ought we to be the chiete aus 
tirũe ot all other, to — 2 
great o wetghty matter; Foz he that? 
woll charge his tnfcrioues with any 
greuous impoſicion,aud firſt pzartiſe? 
tt in hym ſelte, ſhall finde thetm thus 
better diſpoſcd to obep , eſtrempngs 
theyꝛ charge the leſle, whan they ess 
_ better s freely take the great |} 
part 


toze to the ende that the ap 
people be not difapotated of. p 
ute. that we itenbe to mant, aud this: 
p2tuate men cefuſe not to bynuenthe: 
mariner s: let vs commaunde as wen 
our ſelues as all yau that de Sens 
tours, that to next we pur an 
aur golde our copnew 
maſſe in commun, in cure wiſe as un 
mim retepas mae to him ſeite haas 
dis owne ey agen dis wiues, and chile 
dernes: and eoHisſoumeedHt(s tabletten 
and he thats dach wpfe vr doaghters, 
one vnce of galde. And they that hang 
fetten, as magiſtrates + iu the teata 
Qurule, maie xeferuc-their heꝛſes tas. 
nimentes, and two poundes of ſiluer, 
to vlt in a ſalt and goblecre fo2 the di⸗ 
ume ſeruite . The reſt of the Senas 
tours to haus hut one pounde of ſyb> 
net. and alli ucher houſtholders forks 
22 — 
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ſesapree , AU our other golde and 
ſtluerand bꝛaſſe money, let vs immes! 
diately bꝛyng vuto the. iti. magiſtra» 
tes ot the banke,without other deter⸗ 
mination ot the Senate, to the ende 
thot aur yoluntarie contribucion and 
vedement deſpze to the mamtenante 
ul our tommou wealth, maie ſyꝛſt al⸗ 
dure ebe myndes of the chiualtie, aud 
com lequenteip of the people. to boo 
b nde. This oneiy wate we the 
Couſule s baue founde after muche 
diiputacion, which with goddes hee 
let vs take in hande: n as lunge as 
we pꝛeſerue the aſtate of our common 
weatth: ſo lounge we dooe mainteynt 
the ſuretie of our mat priuate thy 
ges. Where as habaudouyns the 
publike , we can kepe: nothyug our 
ownue . Whetevnto-vntiuerſally ail 
their voytes were :fo:agreables that 
the Conſules deyng highly thankedy 
dee WW 
O. applied 


TM Un NEYOLBEWey, 
dim lelfe with to much hat 
„ f0bzyngtn tbete golde, Ciluer, aug 

er, that well man de; 


cowardes th 
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T. L. Dead. 4. lib. 4. 
„ _— | - 4 $15. . 
» agonge-the cares of the gresttt 
1 watres, tycher pet ſcarſelpfints 
-- . Hed, oalike:tofontinue „ chert 
happened :a'fmalt thpug fo de tpoken 
ak, though neaerthe1olre] it uncreaſey: 
by parttokyngestoEgteat comeneton? 
Marcus Fundamus, aud Luvias'Vas: 
dertlis trib ums proponed' 'voro xizw 
people the abꝛegacion of the ſaw cal 
key Oppia. Tyts um was ſet 
vp.Caias Oppau, unt dt db u- 
nes; whan Quianum Rabin, au nu 
gemprorius wer entult s, 05's 
greattell heate abrde punde woa 
fljat- no wenn dende haue adde 
halte an ounte ve golden hit a] 
raple, noꝛ weare garmentes wong 
of diuers colours, n92 ſhoulde rpde in 
chatiottes th Role oz other towne,02 
within a myle of any of them onlelfe 
it were to the open ſacrifices . Mars 
cus 


OR AMO. 
cus and Publius uni). Brutif Aynte 
wyle beeyng tribunes of the people, 
defended the law Oppia ,-ſaipug's 
They woulde not ſuffre it to de ans 
nulled. And many noble meu dn wirs 
gether ſome to pertwade, aud ame to 
diſwadethe mactier.. qua uuche 
that the Capitol was - roplenyſhed 
with a multitude of men, adiiaunſpng 
and repuguyng this law. The mas 
trones „neither ko teate ot antho« 
ritec, no fo2 ſhame, er the 
commandement of they: houſbandes 
collde bee ept iu: but fitter ati the 
ſtrctes of the titee.and kept the waics 
enteryng in to the high ltrete,eutrca- 
pn all men as thei paſben: thst (ces 
yng thep1 tommon wralth tloꝛtſched, 
and euery mans pꝛiuate good foztune 
dately tacreaſed, they wolde be cou⸗ 
tented, that the matt ones might alſs 
de reſtozed vnto their auncientoznas 
5 „This fceautuſte of women 
B v daicly 


z0wnes and vitages nere there a0 
vautceſo2ted to the cttee, and toke ou 
tyetw o muche courage; that ar 
agiſtrates, beſecyrns 
their caulk » But 

Marcus porcius Cato 


tor the. mainteqouce ot .o 1a» 
— they ſouct ta a1 de 


The oꝛacion ot Caroagapnlt 


womens libectec. 


meet you; One, 


ed maictite of . 

ouer bis owne wike, we e 

vaue had eſſe bulineſle with all thele 

women together · But as out 3 
| 7 


OR AD ON? 
tee, by dut dwne'weakeneſſe fs 
tome of the women in our 
ſts: euen ſohere in the open firetes'ts 
ts ouerthꝛowen ans troden vnderkote. 
And becauſe-we wolde not every man 
particularly refyſt his owue: ther 
toꝛe now we ate 'abaſhed toireſpt 
them all together. In dede Athougee 
it had den but u tanie teig, tha 
tin A certapue Maude all the mans 
kinde=bp: confpiracte ofthe women 
was viteslp deſtrvied : dat nom g ſes; 
there is no kyude ſo mall, iu whom 
couligety not) extreme perili. ib thet 
be ſaffred to a tmble, ta deuiſe, and 
to haue cette conſuſtacions nnd 
tan ſcarſely in my mrnde dyſretne, 
whether vie the woꝛſe ; the thyng at 
felfe, oꝛ the example, by-whichevr i 
attempted. The one wherof àpper⸗ 
tepnety vutovs Conſules and magly 
rates: and the: other vnto yow Rot 


— 
poned 


of the women, not 

And it the reſpect of 

chame taſtues of euery of 

Had uot reteined me 

garde of theim al together (that tber 
ſpulde 
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chulde not ſeeme rebuked of the Torts 
ſule) J wolde haue ſated: what nem 
trycke is thts ? to renne abzode 1 
ſtoppe the wales, and to intreate 
ſtrange men ? Loulde not euerp ont 
of pou haue deſpꝛed this ot hit own 
at home? what, are pou moe pleas 
ſant abꝛode, than within the doozes$ 
and moꝛeot᷑ other mens, than of youy 
huſbandes . Fog in deede ik men can 
not ot thetr owne rygyt kepe their 
wiues within their due termes, it cha 
little auaple what lawes bee made op 


. bumade'Here , Out auncetonrs 


woulde not confent , that womer 
Goulde dyſpoſe any thyng though! 
well it were their owne, without the 
authozitce of their ſuperiouts : And. 
therfoze they were alwaies directen 
by their fathers, their bzetherne and 
their huſbandes . And we neuerthe⸗ 
lee (bp goddes leaue ) woll ſufre: 
8 meddle with the rule of che; 
common 


CATOS.” 
common wealth , to nn theim 
feikes with vs in the open ſtrete, in 
the parliament, and in the Squit- 
tines. Foz what els doe thet nom in 
che ſtretes, and at che cozners, buf 
comfozt, ſome to foꝛder the Tribunes 
purpoſe, and ſome other, that the law 
mate be abiogete. Dudie (I tate) 
this arrogant (ere; and theſe vntame⸗ 
able veaſtes . Foz t pe dot not bai⸗ 
dle theim now, neuer loke ta v2idie 
tycim - This is the lea thyng, that 
offendeth the women of all the thyn⸗ 
ges, that by the cuſtames oz lawes 
they are burdened, but they deſy2e a 
Uberteeof all thyugcs, oꝛ rather to: 
Cate the trouth, a la ſciuiouſeneſſe. 
Fox if thet pꝛeuaile in this, what woll 
they not attempt ? Lonſider all the: 
lawes that concerne women, by the: 
whiche our auuceſtaurs reſtreignen 
their ltbertee, makyng theim ode 
tut to their houſebandes: and myay; 
[ 5 you 
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vou haue all gathered, it is euident 
ye can yet ſcarſely rule them. Ober⸗ 
toꝛe if pe now ſuffre your wpues eo 
repzoue lawes, and thus by one aud 
one to wꝛeſt them out of pour handes, 
and at length to make thetm ſelfes e 
quall vuto their huſbandes ::thynks 
you than, pe thalbe yable to ſuppoze 
them? Foz whan thel ave become poug 
telowes : fooxthwith thei woll bee 
pour betters . By god, thet not onely 
refuſe to bee durdened with any new 
mattier, but alſo requiryng not the 
right thet offer a monge: that a law, 
which by due oꝛder hath ben decrerd, 
and with the. vle and experience of (a 
many yeres allowed, ſhoulde nom be 


annulled ; ggeanyns, with the abzos 


gatyng of one law to weaken the reit. 
There is no law, that ſerueth to eue⸗ 
ry mans pꝛotite: but this ought to de 
regarged, whether it bee commodi⸗ 
n the greatter part aud = 
rallp 
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rally . Foz if euety man myght re. 
peale 02 condempne that part of the 
law, that p2tuatcly. annopeth hym 
ſelte: what ſhulde it auayle the noms 
dꝛe to make lawes ? whan inconti⸗ 
nently they, agaynſt whom it were 
made, myght annull theim. J wolde 
fayne heare ncucrtheiclte, foz what 
caufe' the matroncs ſboulde royle 
foo:th ſo amaſcd, that ſcarſely they 
can fozbeare the hygh. ſtrete, o2 the 
counfapie houſe . Js it tos the res. 
dcmpcton of their fathcrs,thetr houſs 

daud es, their chudzen, os thete bze+ 
therne out of the handes ot Annibal : 
There is no ſucht cauſe why . And 
god defcud our common wealth ſhuld 
be in any ſuche neceſlitte. And pet 
whanit was ſo iu deede, their pitious 
pꝛairts were teiccted. Perchaunce 
they wyll ſaie: neither pitee noꝛ care 
oi theyꝛ owue, but religion onely 
19 dzawey theun together to res 
cetue 
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teiue the mother Idea ot Peſinane, 
tommyng out of hpgν,ẽjõ O, what 
pꝛetence oꝛ ſurmyfe mate de deviſed 
to cloke the ſediciouſe aſſemdie ok 
theſe women ? They maile ſate, it is 
becauſe we wolde gliſter in golde and 
purple, that we mate ryde in charts 
ottes though the citee both wozkes 
dates and holydates, triumphyng 0 
uer the law now outcome and ab295 
gate: aud oucr pour fuffrages taken 
and wzefted out of pour handes2:£9 
the ende our ſumptuouſeneſle and ers 
ceſſe be not reſtteigned. You bane 
hearde me oiten complayne of wes 
mens ſupert luouſe erpences, and ma⸗ 
up tymes of mens, not onely of the 
pꝛiuate, but alſo of magiſtrates? and 
that this citee ts peſtred with two 
ſondzp vices, Auarice aud P2odigalts 
: whiche two peſttlences haue ben 

che ſubuerſion of all great empyꝛes. 
— the moze that the good fors 
£ tune 
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Kune of our common wealth daylp in⸗ 
creaſcth, and that our Emppꝛe ts ens 
larged, we beepng entred into Greece 
and Acta, countreis repleniſhed with 
al deliciouſe thyng{:and that alſo we 
beginne to dꝛaw vnto vs the treaſures 
of kynges: the moze doe J feare,leaſt 
thoſe thynges haue rather taken vs, 
than we theim. Theſe pictures and 
images bzought Hither from Siracus 
ſa, are daungerous vnto this towne. 
Yea I here dyuers men ouermuche 
pzeple the oznamentes of Corinth, 
and of Athens , makyng theim as 
wonders, and laughyng theſe earthen 
goddesof the Nomaines to ſcoꝛne 
Wut J had rather we ſhoulde ſtycke 
to thefe our fauourable goddes, as X 
truſt they will be, it we conſerue them 
in their places. In our fathers time 
kynge Pirrhus, by his ambaſſadour 
tempted not only the mindes ot mem 
but alſo ot Eu with pzelentes, e 
guet 


* 
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euer the law Oppia was made Ta 
pꝛohlbite their exceſſe: and pet was 
there none that wolde receiue theim; 

And fo2 what cauſe trow vont Euen 

fo: the ſame cauſe that our ancetours 

had, not to thinke that euer any ſuche 

law choulde nede to be made. Foz 
there was than none exceſſe that res 
qupꝛed it. Yea like as it is nece(Carie; 
diſeaſes be fpꝛſt knowen er euer ti'8 
remedics bee had: So euill-deſp2es 

arc (pzeddc er euer lawes be made to 
rekourme theim. What was the 4 
cauſe that the law Licinia foz fiue Licinta. 
hundzacd actes of lande was made : 
Was it any other, but the vniactable 
diſyze of men to toygne laude vnts 
lande: and wherefoze was the law Law 
Cincia, of gyftes and pꝛeſentes 02; ©'%*% 
deigued © but becauſe the people than 
were beecome tributartzs and:vaſe 
ſalles vnto the Senatours. It was 

no meruaple, that nepther the lam 

L ii Oppiaz 
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Oppia; non any otbet lyke was than 
made fo; the biidelyng of womens 
pompe, whan golde and purple bee 
png freely geuen and offred, coulde 
not be receyncd . KJary tif Cineass 
with thoſe pꝛeſeutes, ſhould now goe 
about the towne, he ſhoulde fynde 
them, that openly wold recctue them. 
And truely J can not imagen either 
the cauſe 02 the reaſon of ſome mens 
gredines. Foꝛ like as the pzohtbityng 
of ſomewhat vnto one, whiche to an 
other is permitted, ſeemeth to bee 
grounded on ſome naturall ſhame» 
taũneſſe, 02 vncomeipneſſe: Euen ſo, 
ik ali the apparaple of pou women 
were of one ſoꝛt, wherof ſhoulde any 
ot pau fcare to de noted: Truely the 
Game cyther ot auarice z of poucrs 
tee is verie great: but the lawclereth 
vou of both, mhan pou haue not thats 
which is not laukul foꝛ pou to weare. 
O» (ſaicth the ac woman) A can 
not 


' 


notaivaſe with this equalffee; Why 
ſhoulde not J be decked with golde 
and purple? And why ſhoulde-other- 
folkes poucrtee bee Hydde vader the 
colour of this law 7 that wantyng the 
thynges they can not haue, tt ſhoulde 
ſeme thei might haue them, ik it were 
not pꝛohibited. Bat will pou Ros 
mapnes put this in ftryfe emongeſt 
pour miues © that the riche ſhall haue 
that » whiche other mate not? and 
that the pooꝛe (becauſe they woulde 
not therfoze be contempned ) tall 
ſtca vue them ſeltes aboue their pat. 
ers ? Foꝛ (cus thei begiune tobe aha⸗ 
med ok that that needeth not: at 
length thet ſhal not be aſhamed whan 
they nede She that can pꝛouide of 
bir ſeife, mate doe it, but the that can 
not; mult craue of hir houſebande. 
And happie Gall that bouſebaude be, 
that whether he be pꝛaied os not pꝛai⸗ 
6d (tf ye geuenot) Hall ſee that gey 

L iii uen 
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uen dy an other, that he hath not ge⸗ 
uen dim lclfe . £uen now pe ſce,thet 
opemy intreate other womens hul⸗ 
vaides;: and moꝛe then that, they res 
quite the law and the vopces: and 
fhzough their impoꝛtance doe ot ſome 
opteine graunt, againſt him ſelfe, his 
goodes and childten .- Foꝛ as ſoone 
as the law quapleth from bꝛidelyng 
thy wites cxceſCe, lone thou no lon⸗ 
gerito bꝛideli hit. - No2 beleue not 
(O»Romapnes) that euer the matter 
will tetutne vnto the aſtate it was in 
betoꝛe the mak yng of this law. F03 
it were better, not to accuſe an eupll 
man, than to leaue him vnpunylhed. ' 
And this exceſſe ſhuld haue den moꝛe 
tollerable, if it had neuer ben ſpoken 
of, than it will de now, if ye bzeake 
thcſe bandes. Like vnto the pꝛouo⸗ 
kpng of a ficrſe wylde beaſt; beyng 
let e goe after he hath ben chafed in 
2 „ * opinion is, ye 
ſyoulde 


OR ACTION. 
ſhoulde in no wyſe abꝛogate the lam 
Oppia. Not withſtandyng J bes 
ſeche all the goddes to pꝛoſpere pour” 
determinactons , what ſo euer they 
ſhalbe. 

Afterthis, whan the Tribunes of 
the people, that had p2ofelTed alfo ta 
interrupt this matter, had ſponen 
ſom what to the Came purpoſe, At the 
laſt Lucius Valerius fo; the optey⸗ 
nyng of the contratie (by hym ſette 
foozth before) ſpade on this wile; 5 


Che 0zacton ok Lucius Valertus 
92223. 9 penny 
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18 6 ken in hand to pertwade 03 
4 diTwade that that we de⸗ 
lire, J fozmy part,thinking 


ö | 
there had ben enough ſaied ow boty 
ſites, wold with ſilence haue abiddeu 


Fond ludgementes But now that (o 
C liu graue 
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graue a man, as the Conſule Marcus 
Portius, not onely with his authozi⸗ 
tee ( which though he had not ſpoken, 
Had yet ben of great impoꝛtaunce) but 
alſo with a longe exact and well han⸗ 
D?ed oꝛscion Hath impugued our res 
queſt . I am conftreigned, with a tem 
wootdes to anſwere hym, though be 
dath conſumed mo wo2tes in wo 
E02rection, thai in diſſwadyng our 
purpoſe, and all to the ende, that he 
wolde bzyng in doubt, whether the 
thyng by him repzoued, pꝛoceded of 
we women voluntartly, oꝛ dy dur na- 
curement . Yberfoze J hall defende 
the matter, but not our ſcites: whom 
the Con ſule Hath durdeyned moze in 
wooꝛdes than in deede. He callcth 
thts compante ot women, ſometyme a 
ſedicion, and ſometpme a tebellion: 
that the wiues, in the time ot a peaces 
able floꝛiſchyng and foꝛtunate coms 
mon weatth 3 __ openly: deſy2e 


the 
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tht abꝛogationot᷑ a law, made again? 
thetm in the terrible ſharpe tyme a 
wattes. J know, that to aggraustt 
the matter, both theſe and other fuch 
. wootdes are gathered. And we all 
Know Marcus Cato to be, not onely a 
graue ozatour, but alſo ſometyme ves 
ry bitter: not witiſtandyng that he 
is gentil1 of nature-. But fot al that, 
what noueltee haue theſe wpues at- 
tempted in commyus dy compantes 
abꝛode to purſue their owne caufe© 
Came they nene abode befoje-* 
will turne out thyne owne-dokes of 
Otginalies agatnũ the, and ſee there, 
'bow otten tymes thei haue done this, 
und ali to tho pꝛotyte of the tommoa 
wealth. And to beginne, Firſt whan 
Romulus teigned, the Capſtoll beyng 
vitcadp taken Up the Sabines, and 
thei teightyng with baners difplaied 
in the midden of the high Nrete : was 
not the battaile Nated by the womens 
13 CL v rcnnyug 
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weunpng betweene both armies And 
alter the expulſiou ot aynges, whan 
the army of the Volſci were incam- 
ved within iiue myles ot this towne, 
under the leadyng ot Marcus Corioa 
Janus, did uot the women turne backe 
that armp, that els had deſtroied this 
eitee ? Aud whan this-towne was tas 
ben by the krenche men, dyd not the 
matrouss of they; ane free will, o⸗ 
penly geue the golde, wher with the 
titee was redeemed c Vea and (ta 
naſſe ouer theſe antiquities) euen in 
the laſt warres, when molt neede of 
mouey was, dyd not the widowes res 
leeue the Treaſoury with their owne 
mouep:* and whay the new goddes. 
werefethome to he}pe vs in our great? 
neede, went not the matrones to the 
ſea ſpde, to recetue the mother ot the 
goddes ? He will perchauuce faite, the 
cauſes are uot lpłe. Ju dede J means 
not to compare the cauſes together. 
: | Foz 


„ 
Fo it Cufiſeth me to piout thts td 
new thyns . And where in thynges 
tndifferently belongyng as wen 26 
men as to women, uo man hath won 
bered at theyꝛ comyng abzöde ! why 
dve we now meruayle, they Houlde 
fo dode in a matter of their owne'2 
And what (J praie you) Fane they 
done? Pelas w ate verte hearde of 
hearpng : if whan maiſters dildtigne 
not to heare the requeſtes ot they: 
flaue s. we ſhall retute to here dur ho⸗ 
neſt wiues Bat now to tome to the 
matter, whertn the Conſules dation 
tendeth vnto two pointes Fief;ir tal 
be againſt his wil that any law ſhuld 
peE@}ogate:and ſpectally.that a law, 
whiche concerneth the reſtvetnct ot 
womens exteſſe. Hulde be aunulled. 
So that the kyrt part of the Con⸗ 
Qiles'o2acion ſeemeth a common des 
tente of all iawes: and the other as 
rug luperſuitee,ſcemeth! agreable 
to 
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£0 bis ſeuere cuſſomes. Wherloze tf 
A-allege-not the vanitee that is in 
doth theſe poyntes, it were to be tea⸗ 
red, leſt ſome of you niyght be pers 
Cwadedto an errour-- Foz like as N 
confeſre, that none ot thoſe lawes, 
whiche were made, not of the neceſ⸗ 
ſitee of a certayue tyme, but toꝛ the 
perpetuall pzofiteto endure fot euer, 
ought in no wiſe to be anntbilate : ons 
telle it de ſuche, as epther erperieucs 
condemneth, oꝛ ſome ſtate of the coma 
mon wealth declareth-to be vnpꝛoti⸗ 
table . Euen ſo doe I ſcethole lames 
that ſpec tall tyme hath ben the oeca⸗ 
ſion of» to bee moꝛtail (. mait lo 
tall them) and mutable as tymes ars. 
Foz thoſe that ate made in peace, the 
warre many tymes doth bꝛeake: aud 
the peace likewiſe themthat aremade 
in warre. As in gutdyng of a ſhippey 
the caulme requyzeth oue thyug, and 
the llozme another, So that thels 
thynges 
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rdynges bepng of diuerfe naturrs. 
wolde know, of whether kinde tene 
pou thts law to be, that we dee ads 
gate ? Is it one of thoſe auncienf 
kpngely lawes, made at the fourdas 
tion ot᷑ rhistowne © Oꝛ (in the fccou! 
degree) is it any of them, witten tn 
the. x 1 1. tables by the. x. meu, crea⸗ 
ted to pꝛeſctibe iawes ? wit dont the 
whiche ( beecauſe out auncetours 
* thought the honour of women not * 
poſſible to bee conſerued) we alla 
choulde feare, that wir the bꝛeakyng 
hereof the ſhamefaſtneſſe and holy⸗ 
neſſe of our wpues choulde pertſlhe ? 
Whoknoweth not thts to bee anew 
law, made. x x.yere agoe, in the tum 
of Quintus Fabius and Ti: us Sem 
pronius Conſules, without the which 
the matrones, haupng liued ſo many 
peres with extellent cuſtomes : why 
ſhoulde it be frared, vpon the takying 
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Kalt to to diſozdinate erpenſes 7 37 
deede, if this law had ben made to 
bzcdell the exteſſe ot women, it might 
bee ſuſpected, that the breche of tf 
might renoke their lalctuiouſeneſſe. 

But why it was made, the tyme it 
feife doth weil declare. Annibal in 
Ataly had wonne the battaile at Cans 
nas, aud haupng gotten Tarentum, 
Arpos, and Capua, it ſcemed he was 
commyng with his armie to Rome, 
Our ſudiectes rebelled. There were 
no ſouldiours to furuiſhe the armie. 

Nont to detende the nauie. Ho moos 
ney in the Treaſoury . The (laues 
were bought to arme the galeis, on 
coudtrion their matſters ſhoulde bet 
pate d fo: them after the warre. At the 
ſeite ſame tyme, coꝛne, and all other 
thynges, that the warre required, be» 
pug lackpng, the publicancs vnder⸗ 
toke the pꝛoupſton. We paied out 
gallie-ſtaues of our owne purſes, e 
| uerp 
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ner man after the rateofhigtarya 
we gaue el our gold and ſpluer to the 
publike, the Senatours betug thetieft 
that beganue ſo to do. The widowss 
and oꝛphanes bzought they money 
to the Treaſoury, and a tertaine po 
pozcton was pꝛeſcribed: aboue the 
rate wherof, no perſone might kepe 
in his houſe, golde oz ſpluecs oz any 
Coyned money of ſyluer n hae. Ne 
is much like, that the matronesſhuld 
be than ſo decked with ozwamentes 
and exceſſe, that the law Oppia was 
neceſſary to bꝛidell them. Whan (the 
ſacritice of Ceres beyng deferred; and 
the matrones all occupted in .mour» 
nyng) the Senatours commaundes 
theim to ceaſe their daule, within 
Xx xx. daies. Who knoweth not, that 
becauſe it was vequiſite, ali the pai⸗ 
uate money ſhoulde bee conuerted to 
the publike vſe, that the very pouer» 
tet and nuſerie of the citee hath waits 
7 ten 
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Fen thts law to continue ſo longe ag 
thecauſe, wherfoze it was made. ſhulo 
eudure< Foz it thoſe thynges ſhoulde 
be obſerued fo2 euer that by the Se⸗ 
nate was decreed, are by the people 
commaunded thzough the neceſſitce of 
that tyme: why doe we repate money 
copzituate menu? whp doc we pledge 
our publtke reuenues foz pꝛeſent mos 
ney © why dooe we not die ſlaues ta 
ſende into the wartes? why dooe not 
we that be pꝛiuate, fynde galey mens 
as we dyd than: all other degrees, 
and all men doe feele the amendement 
of our aſtate: our wyues onely Hall 
not atteygne the fruite of our pubtiks 
peace aud pzoſperitee © we men weare 
purple embꝛodered, beyng magiſtrates 
and pzieſtes 2 and our ſonnes like wiſe 
weare gownes of purple garded ; the 
une wherot is permitted vnto the mas 
giſtrates of our Colonies, and to out 
durgeſes eutrauncheſed: as here in 

| | Rome 
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mome the baſeſt ſoꝛt of magiſtratess 
tuen the ſtrete maiſters, haue they# 
gownes garded. and not the quyce+ 
onelp haue thts pꝛeheminence, bvurtie 
dead alſo may be burnt in purple: an 
tall we kepe the vſe thereof onelp* 
from our wiues: And beyng laufulh+. 
fo: the that art a man, to haue purple 
in the coueryng of thy bed: mut then 
not luffre the mother of thy houſe ta 
wearea garment therof£ Shall thy 
hoꝛſe bee better apparapled than thy 
wyte? ggary tn purple, which wea⸗ 
teth and will conſume, (though nos 
rightfull)yet I ſee (ome cauſe ot ſpas 
tyng: but in golde, wherin beſide the 
tuili can there be ? But: rather aſtoze- 
veneficiall, as well tothe publike as 
to the pꝛiuate behoke, pꝛoued by ex⸗ 
pertence? De fateth, that whan the 
women haue it not, there can bee u 
11 70 enuie betwene theim . But 
D truely 
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fruely they are all in ſozow and diſs 
pleaſure,to ſee thoſe oꝛnamentes pers 
anittedvato the wiuesof our ſublectes 
che latmes, which are prohibited vn⸗ 
to out owne: and ſeepng thoſe decked 
with golde and purple, ride about the 
towne, and them ſelfes folow a footes 
as though the emppꝛe were in theis 
citees, and not in ours. Such thynges 
are enough to erre mens hertes: and 
what trow pou than it will doe vuto 
kunplie women, whiche will be mouse 
with a little © Thethaue no part, nets 
ther tn magiſtrates, noz in p2ieſts 
Hod,noz in triumphes, noz in armess 
noꝛ in gupftes, 110; tn the ſpoples of 
arre. The onely glozyof women is 
their clenlines, their oznamentes and 
apparaple: wherein thet retopce and 
triumph. Which thynges our aunces 
tours called the womens woꝛlde. And 
what other thyng can they leaue of 
wan they mourne, vut purple any 
golde? 7 


| 


ORACTON; 3 
gold? O2 whan thei leaue mouruyng 
what els can thei take againe? In the 
time of reioyſyng on of ſupplicacions, 


what can they adde but their bettet 
appataile? what though the law op 
pia were abzogate, ſhould it na mots 
bein your powers, to fozbidde gn 
doughters, your. wiues, your liſters; 
and as many as be vuder yauernle; 
the thynges that the law now toꝛbid⸗ 
deth * The women wlll neuer thinks 
them ſelfes ridde aut of ſeruitude, as 
longe as ye kepe their dereſt thynges 
from them. And thei abhoꝛre that its 
vertee, that is like vato widowbead; 
oz the death of their parentes oz chil⸗ 
den. Thet had rather the rule of theis 
apparaple were in pour power, than 
in the lawes . And you ought to haut 
them in your pzotection and defence, 
and not in ſeruttude;that pe might rs 
ther be called fathers oz houſbandes, 
than maſters. The Lonſule euen nam 
D u vſed 


\ 
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Med greuouſe termes, callyng this 
the womens ſedicion and rebellton 2 
as though it were to be feated, they 
ſhould take the holy bill oz the Auen⸗ 
tine vpon them, as the obſtinate peo⸗ 
ple ſomtime did. Reuertbeleſſe, what 
Co euer yt ſhal determine: thei ſimple 
ſoules muſt abide it. Wherkoze the 
greatter your power is, ſo muche the 
moze temperately ought ye to vſe it, 
¶ Theſethynges beyng ſpoken both 
with and agapuſt the law: the next 
daie the nombꝛes of women encreaſed 
ab2ode, and all in a flocke beſette the 
do2es of the Brutij, whiche were the 
Tribunes,that reſiſted the purpoſe of 
their Colleagues: and wolde not des 
part thenſe, till theſe Tribunes res 
leuced vuto thetm . Whervpou there 
teſted no moꝛe doubt, but that all the 
Tribes wolde abzogate the law. So 
that. x x. yeres altcr it was _ 
it was * 


A table ot cuche woꝛdes 
as the reder (mally ſzilled, 
, ſhall not well perceiue. 


ces, cometh of as, 2 
. SY Cmail copne amonge 
ZZ mayncs.r, . 
I . treva _ our ſterlyng grote. 
thouſande — 5 
—— 
Anentinus, an hill at Rome. 
Banke, is the plate ot exchange, oz takyng 
of money vpon intereſt. 
* — was the foztrclſe and chiefe place 
Rome, where the Þenate aTembled im 
— \ 
Couſules, were two chſefe offfcers of the | 
citee of Rome, whiche were choſen cuerp 9 
pere, and bare hygheſt aut hozitee in the | 


common wealth, 
Lenſoz, a iudge of mens maners, Alſo ſuch 
one = was appopnted to value mens 


goo 
Colonies were certaine nombꝛes of people 
ſent out of Rome to inhabite the couns 
treis conquered by theim. 
Lurules, were littie cartes oz drefcs, has 
upng in thetm chaters of yuoy, wherin 
there ſatte certapne officcrs, whiche had 
the charge and ouerſyght of the buildyns 
ͤ— "hn 
þ 
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l, whan the le rebelled agu 
they thoſe places 
— 


mother of the he goddes. 


olanus, a noble 
= iy re onto? hs 
ca 
4 Sate an woulde by no 


was every offfcec, 
armyp.Ifterward 
,as it were 


tyng vnder him. 

Phnygla, a realme in Iſſa the leſſe, * 

Pyiehus, a king of Epy2e, that made warre 
to the Romapnes. 

Publicanes, were tertayne kermours that 
toke the cuſtomes and other publike re⸗ 
uenues in fre ferme. 

Publike, is as much to ſay, as the tommon. 

Puntke warres, were the warres betwene 

the Carthaginenſcs and the Romapnes. 

S$Stracuſa, a notable citee in Sicilia, called 
at this date Marragoſe. 

Sabines were a people ——_ 
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